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Filed for intro on  05/17/2000

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 849
By  Haynes

A RESOLUTION to commend Thomas "Tom" Walker for his
honorable and astute service to Elkdom.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those estimable individuals who have dedicated their personal excellence to

improving the quality of life for their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, Thomas "Tom" Walker is one such person who evinces the greatest

integrity and probity in all his chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, an exemplary member of the Madison Lodge No. 2473, Tom Walker has

been a dedicated and committed servant of Elkdom for several years; and

WHEREAS, a native of Rome, Georgia and a longtime resident of Madison, Mr. Walker

 is a highly respected member of his community; and

WHEREAS, born February 27, 1931, Tom Walker worked throughout his childhood on

farms in Floyd County, Georgia; he graduated from Armuchee High School in 1947 and

continued to raise cotton until November, 1949, when he accepted a job with Ralph Turner

Wholesale Poultry and Seafood; and
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WHEREAS, Mr. Walker demonstrated his allegiance to his country by enlisting in the

United States Army in April, 1951 where he served with acumen as a Tank Mechanic until April

1953; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his meritorious efforts, Mr. Walker received a Letter of

Commendation from the Commanding General of the Second Army for giving of personal time

to entertain and boost morale of troops stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky during the Korean War;

and

WHEREAS, on returning home, Mr. Walker began his tenure at National Life & Accident

Insurance Company as a District Office Clerk in Rome, on June 15, 1953; and

WHEREAS, Tom Walker served in a variety of positions over the 36 years he dedicated

to the company, now known as American General, prior to retiring from his post as Assistant

Secretary of Personnel in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walker was initiated into Elkdom on June 4, 1959 and he became a

member of the Nashville Lodge No. 72, during his membership in Lodge #72, he served on the

Most Valuable Student Scholarship Awards Contest Committee, as Chairman of the Tennessee

Elks Association Boy Scout Committee, and lodge Chaplain; and

WHEREAS, after the Nashville Lodge moved from downtown, in 1971, Tom Walker and

several other members formed the Madison Lodge No. 2473, which was instituted on December

12, 1971; and

WHEREAS, Tom faithfully executed his duties to the lodge as Secretary, serving with

distinction in that important position, until March 31, 1999, and as the Exalted Ruler from 1990-

91; and

WHEREAS, during his Elkdom, Mr. Walker served on countless committees and

associations, including 28 years as the Chairman of the Scholarship Committee, as Chairman of

the State Major Project Committee, and as Director of the Tennessee Elks Association; and

WHEREAS, he was proposed and elected to honorary life membership on March 19,

1987; and
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WHEREAS, Thomas Walker has distinguished himself as a public-spirited citizen of the

highest order and an exceptional asset to his community; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walker's outstanding success as a civic leader is directly attributable to

his reliance on the time-honored values of hard work and common sense and his uncommon

ability to work well with people from all walks of life; and

WHEREAS, Tom Walker is an extremely giving person who often reaches out with

compassion to others, and he epitomizes the ideal of the consummate professional and reliable

friend and neighbor; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walker is a devout and valued member of the Inglewood Baptist

Church, where he has been a member since 1965; he dedicated much of his time to the church

and had served as Associate Director and as Secretary of the Junior High Youth Department;

and

WHEREAS, he sponsored a fundraising fish-fry for the Youth Mission Activities for

several years and provided entertainment by the Tom Walker Amalgamated Catfish band, which

included several retirees from the music industry; and

WHEREAS, in addition, Mr. Walker has served as Chairman of the Stewardship

Committee, Nominating Committee and Personnel Committee; he was the Club Scout Master at

Gra-Mar and worked in fundraising for several years for the Middle Tennessee Council; and

WHEREAS, his many accomplishments aside, Mr. Walker is fortunate to share both love

and companionship with his wife, Marie Johnson Coley; his sons, Tracy and Dan and daughter-

in-law, Terri; and

WHEREAS, the Walkers are the devoted grandparents of seven grandchildren, Christi,

Rachel, Carrie, Johnson, Josh, Katie, and Michael Ray; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walker is wholly committed to the noble precepts of public service that

have earned Tennessee recognition as the "Volunteer State," and he should be specially

recognized; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED FIRST GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby commend Mr. Thomas Walker for his honorable and astute

service to Elkdom and salute his unswerving commitment to living the examined life with

courage and conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


